Steps to Take if You've Violated Probation. If you've violated probation in Missouri, it's
crucial to act quickly and responsibly to minimize legal repercussions. Use the following
checklist to guide your response and help your criminal defense lawyer prepare for any
potential hearings:

1. Review the Details of the Probation Violation

o Identify the Type of Violation: Determine whether it's a technical violation — missing
a meeting or unpaid fines - or a new criminal offense.

e Gather Documentation: Collect any relevant documents, including missed
appointment notifications, fine receipts, or police reports.

2. Reach Out to Your Probation Officer (PO)

e Inform PO Immediately: If your violation was accidental or due to extenuating
circumstances, explain it clearly to your probation officer.

e Remain Respectful & Honest: Being cooperative and straightforward may positively
influence the officer's recommendation to the court.

3. Hire an Experienced Missouri Probation Violations Attorney

e Consult a Criminal Defense Attorney: Choose a probation violation lawyer with
experience in Missouri probation laws to help navigate legal options and represent
you at hearings.

e Review Defense Strategies: Your attorney can assess whether your actions qualify
as a violation or if defenses - like medical emergencies or misunderstandings -

might apply.

4. Assess Potential Consequences

e Understand Possible Penalties: Probation violations can lead to substantial penalties
- including extended probation, fines, or even incarceration.

e Discuss Options with Your Lawyer: Evaluate if you qualify for alternatives, such as
community service or treatment programs.

5. Gather Evidence to Support Your Case

e Compile Character References: Letters from employers, mentors, neighbors, or
family can help demonstrate your commitment to compliance and good behavior.

e Collect Mitigating Documentation: Evidence that explains or mitigates the violation
- doctor's notes or work conflicts, for example - can be essential to your case.

6. Prepare for Your Hearing
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e Follow Your Attorney’s Advice: \Work closely with your probation violation attorney
on presenting your side effectively.

e Show Respect: Dress formally, arrive early, and be on your best behavior to
demonstrate responsibility. If unsure, take cues from your lawyer.

7. Demonstrate a Plan to Comply Going Forward

e Outline Steps to Avoid Future Violations: Be prepared to explain how you'll avoid
similar issues in the future, like improved scheduling, more reliable transportation, or
by completing specific requirements.

e Participate in Counseling/Rehabilitation Programs: If applicable, enroll in programs
- like substance abuse or mental health counseling - to show proactive steps toward
compliance.

8. Stay Up-to-Date and Informed on Probation Terms and Court Orders

e Understand Conditions Fully: Make sure you are fully aware of all probation terms to
avoid unintentional violations.

e Comply with All Court Directives: Follow up on court-ordered programs, payments,
or community service hours as specified.

Charged with Violating Probation in Missouri? Call the
Skilled Criminal Defense Attorneys at Combs Waterkotte
Today

The Combs Waterkotte legal team understands that many individuals on probation are
either unwilling or unable to meet the stringent requirements of their probation. If you've
violated probation, even if it was through no fault of your own, you should contact a
probation violation lawyer at Combs Waterkotte immediately for a free, no-obligation
consultation. Call us at 314-900-HELP or reach out online to discuss the specifics of your
case and get expert legal advice and guidance on next steps with one of our attorneys.
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